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20A UPDATE EXPLANATION

MSBA has revised this policy to reflect the changes brought about by House Bill 604. This bill addresses the
ability of students in districts the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has designated as
unaccredited to transfer to schools outside the district. MSBA believes that these provisions will be rarely used
by most districts because most districts are not classified as unaccredited. However, there is always that
chance. The following are the highlights of the new law.

If there is not a school within the unaccredited district that a student may transfer to, the student may apply to
DESE to transfer to a school in an accredited district with an annual performance report (APR) score consistent
with a classification of accredited that is located in the same or an adjoining county or an approved charter
school located in the same or an adjoining county.

If a student is eligible to begin kindergarten or first grade at a school located within an unaccredited district that
has an APR score consistent with a classification of unaccredited that also offers classes above the second-grade
level, the student may apply to DESE for a transfer to a school in an accredited district located in the same or an
adjoining county or an approved charter school located in the same or an adjoining county. The student must
have resided in the school's attendance area on March 1 preceding the school year of first attendance.
Otherwise, the student must enroll in the unaccredited district and attend for one semester before transferring.

A student's transfer cannot result in a class size and assigned enrollment that exceeds the Missouri School
Improvement Program's standards, and the student must meet enrollment criteria if the school is a magnet
school or a selective school. Receiving school districts are not required to hire additional classroom teachers or
to construct additional classrooms.

The tuition the unaccredited district must pay to the receiving district is limited to the lesser of the tuition set
by the receiving district or the state adequacy target plus the average sum produced per child by the local tax
effort above the state adequacy target of the sending district. The unaccredited district will pay the costs for
providing special education and related services if the costs exceed the tuition.

DESE will determine to which school districts or approved charter schools the sending district will provide
transportation.

DESE is responsible for collecting information from eligible receiving districts and charter schools and providing
information and assistance to parents/guardians. DESE will also assign students who seek to transfer to an
accredited district or charter school based on set criteria.

DESE may deny a transfer to a student who has been suspended from school two or more times in the most
recent school year or who has been suspended for an act of school violence as defined in law. However, a
student may be allowed to transfer on a probationary basis subject to no further disruptive behavior.

Students who move from an attendance area or withdraw from a school they transferred to will lose eligibility to
transfer.

If a school district regains accreditation or a school's APR score improves to be consistent with a classification of
provisionally accredited or accredited, a student who has transferred to another district or approved charter
school may remain to complete middle school, junior high school or high school, whichever occurs first.

DESE will compile and maintain student performance data scores of all students who transfer under the new
law.

(K-12 Districts)

The Platte County R-3 School District provides an excellent education to students within the boundaries of the
district, near the students' homes and families, and therefore does not encourage or support interdistrict-transfers
outside the district except in the following situations.



Specialized Services

On occasion, students with disabilities require specialized services that are not offered in the Platte County R-3
School District or are more efficiently offered in another district. In those situations, and at the discretion of the
district, the district may contract with another district to provide the necessary services to the student. The student
will stay enrolled in the Platte County R-3 School District.

Residential Placements in other Districts

When a resident student of the Platte County R-3 School District is placed in programs or facilities in another district
by the Missouri Department of Mental Health, the Department of Social Services or a court order, and the placement
results in the student living in a different district, the student is still considered a resident of the Platte County R-3
School District, but the district in which the student is living is responsible for educating the student. The Platte
County R-3 School District will pay the educating district an amount equal to the average sum produced per child by
the Platte County R-3 School District's local tax effort.

Homeless Students and Students in Foster Care
In accordance with law, when it is in the best interest of a student who is in foster care or identified as homeless to
attend his or her school of origin and that school is in another district, the Platte County R-3 School District will

assist the other district with the transfer and provide transportation when required to do so.

Transfers Due to Accreditation Status

In accordance with law, if the Missouri State Board of Education declares the Platte County R-3 School District
unaccredited, any student who is eligible to transfer but is not able to do so within the district may apply to the
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to transfer to an eligible attendance center located
within an accredited district in the same county as Platte County R-3 School District or an adjoining county or an
eligible charter school located within the same county as the Platte County R-3 School District or an adjoining
county. The district will pay tuition to the receiving school district or charter school and will provide transportation
to at least one receiving school district or charter school designated by DESE.
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